THE MANUSCRIPTS
Original matrices are preserved not in the Department of Manu-
scripts but in that of British and Medieval Antiquities.
Catalogue of Seals in the Department of Manuscripts in the British Museum.
By Walter de Gray Birch..    6 vols.    1887-1900.
There is also a mid-nineteenth-century MS. Index of Seals in two folio
volumes. A selection is described in:
Guide to the Exhibited Manuscripts> Part II (Section viii), 1923.
18.   MAPS,  CHARTS,  PLANS AND TOPOGRAPHICAL  DRAWINGS
Maps, Charts, Plans and Topographical Drawings occur in many
of the collections. There were, for example, some in the Royal
Library by the time of Charles II5 a special list (Royal MS. App, 86)
then drawn up, includes printed and engraved as well as a few
manuscript maps, and it is natural that a royal collection should pre-
serve many maps made for military and other purposes of State.
Some medieval maps of great importance are found in manuscripts,
and pride of place in this country must be given to the three maps '
of Great Britain by Matthew Paris (two in the Cotton and one in
the Royal), dating from the first half, or at least hardly later than the
middle, of the thirteenth century, which have been reproduced (with
a fourth among Parker's MSS. at Corpus), but earlier than these is
a tenth-century diagram (in Royal MS. 15 B. XIX, f. ig8b) of the
habitable and uninhabitable zones of the world.
Maps have been acquired from time to time, and among those
purchased from the Bridgewater and Farnborough Funds are a
number of beautifully executed as well as interesting Portolani of
late fifteenth- and sixteenth-century date, showing the advance of
knowledge of the coasts of the Eastern and Western hemispheres
then being surveyed by explorers and charted for mariners. The
Museum's maps of this period are representative of the work of
Italian, Spanish and Portuguese cartographers, notably Graziano
Benincasa, Diego Homem and Fernao Vaz Dourado. A fine French
example is the map of the world drawn for Henri II in 1550 by Pierre
Descaliers of Arques-en-Provence. There is also a native Mexican
map of the sixteenth century, bought in 1911 (Egerton MS. 2897 (i)).
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